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other unlawful associations in Ireland, thus putting
on a show of fair play by including the operations of
Orange societies within its scope, but really directed,
and with the knowledge of every one, against
O'Connell and the Catholics. This Act was shortly
about to expire, and the question was whether it
could be renewed, and what was to happen if it were
not renewed. Lord Anglesey pressed these questions
on the notice of the Government, announcing his
conviction that the Catholics could not much longer
be kept in subjection without civil disturbance, and
declaring himself to be an advocate of peace, not
indeed at any price, but certainly at the price of
Catholic Emancipation. All this must have pro-
foundly impressed the mind of Peel.

In the early part of 1828 an important resolution
was brought forward in the House of Commons by
Sir Francis Burdett, then in the front of the Reform
movement, calling on the House to consider the state
of the laws affecting the King's Roman Catholic
subjects in Great Britain and Ireland " with a view to
such a final and conciliatory settlement as may be
conducive to the peace and strength of the United
Kingdom, to the stability of the Protestant Establish-
ment, and to the general satisfaction and concord of
all classes of His Majesty's subjects." This resolution
was actually carried by two hundred and seventy-two
votes against two hundred and sixty-six. Peel was
particularly impressed by one passage in the speech
of Brougham in support of the resolution. Brougham's
observation was that no single member of those who
had opposed the motion of Sir Francis Burdett had